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When all attempts to force Louis to surrender territory in
the Holy Land had failed, Turan Shah agreed to release
the king and the other prisoners if Damietta were surren-
dered and the Christians paid a ransom of half a million
marks (later reduced by a fifth). Before the agreement
could be carried out, Turan Shah was assassinated, but at the
beginning of May the same terms were accepted by his
successor, who insisted that the Count of Poitiers should
remain a prisoner until half the ransom had been handed
over. Louis had come to the East well supplied with money,
'but the cost of the expedition had been enormous and his
treasury did not contain two hundred thousand marks.
Joinville proposed to Louis that thirty thousand marks
should be borrowed from the Templars to make up the sum,
but the Commander of the Temple said that the Order was
forbidden to make such loans. The funds of the Order had
been given for a particular purpose and no Templar had
authority to disburse money for the relief of the king.
Reginald de Vichier, at that time Marshal, showed how the
Temple and the king could be satisfied. It was true, he
agreed, that the Order could not lend the money, but if the
gold were taken by force from the treasury of the Temple by
the king's men, it would be a different matter. The hint
was enough: Joinville hastened to the galley where the
funds of the Temple were stored, and, lifting an axe, pre-
pared to break open one of the chests. Reginald de Vichier
wanted no more than this appearance of force. He handed
over the keys to Joinville, who took the required thirty
thousand marks to the king.
When the ransom had been paid, Alphonse of Poitiers was
released and sailed with Louis to Acre. The army which
had served under the king at Damietta was reduced to a sixth
of its former strength: many of the Christians had been
killed in battle or died from disease, and thousands still
lingered in Moslem prisons in Egypt. Louis was advised